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Institutional Review Board 
Notification About Changes to IRS Tax Reporting – Starting January 1, 2026
Effective January 1, 2026, the U.S. IRS reporting threshold for research participant compensation has increased from $600 to $2,000 per calendar year. This impacts payment totals beginning in 2026. While the threshold has increased, the fact that research participant compensation is taxable income remains unchanged. Reimbursement for documented participant expenses related to participation remains not taxable. 
Requirements for Studies:
· New Protocols
· Include the new IRS language in your informed consent (if applicable).
· Protocols submitted to an external IRB should also include the new IRS language in the informed consent (if applicable).

· Ongoing Studies
· For studies which continue to enroll new participants who will receive payment in 2026, revise the consent form to include new IRS language and submit the revised consent as a standalone amendment to ensure expedited review (if applicable).  
· For currently enrolled participants the IRB does not requires notification of this change in IRS language. PIs may choose to provide the IRB Notification Letter or inform participants verbally of this change (if applicable). 
· Protocols approved by an external IRB,
· For studies which continue to enroll new participants who will receive payment in 2026, revise the consent form to include new IRS language and submit to the external IRB.
· PIs who decide to notify currently enrolled participants of the IRS change with the IRB Notification Letter, must contact the external IRB to determine if an amendment is needed. 
· PI may find it helpful to include this communication with the amendments to external IRBs.
Available on the IRB website:
· IRB Notification Letter
· Revised Informed Consent Template
The IRB recognizes some industry sponsors may require a more robust notification plan than institutional requirements, please reach out to the IRB with any questions (irb@childrens.harvard.edu).
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